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PACIFIC STATES MARINE
FISHERIES COMMISSION,
Portland, OR, March 4, 2019.
Hon. SUZANNE BONAMICI,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE BONAMICI: The Pa-
cific States Marine Fisheries Commission
has a standing resolution adopted by the
Commissioners to support and encourage
new funding should be identified to augment
coastwide research and monitor changing
ocean conditions, harmful algal blooms, and
ocean acidification.

We have had an opportunity to review the
Coastal and Ocean Acidification Stressors
and Threats (COAST) Research Act. The bill
would reauthorize the Federal Ocean Acidifi-
cation Research and Monitoring Act to con-
tinue funding research through the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and the National Science Foundation. The
bill would designate NOAA as the lead fed-
eral agency in the coordination of the federal
response to ocean acidification. The bill also
broadens the program to include marine es-
tuaries.

The bill, as introduced, strengthens the
federal research programs that focus on
ocean acidification. West Coast and Alaska
ocean stakeholders are already feeling the
socioeconomic impacts of ocean acidifica-
tion. We view ocean acidification research as
an important ongoing federal responsibility
in seeking to address the negative impacts to
these stakeholders. Pacific States therefore
supports the your efforts and that of other
Members of the Ocean Caucus in seeking to
expeditiously move the Coast Research Act
through the House of Representatives.

Regards,
RANDY FISHER,
Executive Director.

MARCH 10, 2019.
Hon. SUZANNE BONAMICI,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE BONAMICI: From
coast to coast, ocean acidification is having
a broad range of impacts on the health of our
ocean and coastal communities. Coastal in-
dustries are continuing to face the reality of
an increasingly acidic ocean. In 2017, re-
searchers at Oregon State University re-
corded some of the highest levels of ocean
acidification in the world off the coast of the
Pacific Northwest. Additionally, 63 percent
of test sites on the west coast experienced
levels of acidification known to cause com-
mercial oyster production failures.

Our Pacific Northwest economies, our rec-
reational and commercial fishing, and shell-
fish industry as well as our great northwest
tourism economy—all depend on a healthy
ocean. And because we are already seeing the
effects of ocean acidification, we support
your efforts and we support H.R. 1237, the
Coastal and Ocean Acidification Stressors
and Threats (COAST) Research Act of 2019.

Much of our knowledge and understanding
of ocean acidification that has emerged in
the last decade can be credited to the federal
funding authorized by Federal Ocean Acidifi-
cation Research and Monitoring (FOARAM)
Act of 2009. FOARAM established the federal
government’s work on ocean acidification by
creating the NOAA Ocean Acidification Pro-
gram and an interagency working group on
ocean acidification. FOARAM’s authoriza-
tion expired in 2012. The COAST Research
Act amends FOARAM to further improve our
ability to understand acidification in the
open ocean as well as in the coastal zone.

We support the COAST Research Act and
believe it will help our coastal communities
better prepare for the effects from ocean and
coastal acidification. Thank you for your
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leadership to strengthen the nation’s focus
and investment in oceans and coastal acidifi-
cation.
Sincerely,
LYF GILDERSLEEVE,
Owner, Flying Fish
Company—Sustain-
able Seafood.
GRANT PUTNAM,
President, Northwest
Guides and Anglers
Association.
L1z HAMILTON,
Ezxecutive Director,
Northwest Sport-
fishing Industry As-
sociation.
JOSEPH BOGAARD,
Ezecutive Director,
Save Our Wild Salm-
on Coalition.
GREG BLOCK,

Ezxecutive Director,
Sustainable North-
west.

DAVID MOSKOWITZ,

Ezecutive Director,
The Conservation
Angler.

KURT BEARDSLEE,

Ezecutive Director,
Wild Fish Conser-
vancy.

GUIDO RAHR,
Ezxecutive Director,

Wild Salmon Center.

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, we must
not fail to preserve the sustainability
and resilience of our coastal resources,
our environments, and our economies.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support the COAST Research Act.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I would simply urge the passage of this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I urge a
“‘yes’ vote, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1237, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COASTAL COMMUNITIES OCEAN
ACIDIFICATION ACT OF 2019

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 1716) to direct the Sec-
retary of Commerce, acting through
the Administrator of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration,
to conduct coastal community vulnera-
bility assessments related to ocean
acidification, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1716

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Coastal Commu-
nities Ocean Acidification Act of 2019”°.

SEC. 2. STATE AND UNITED STATES DEFINED.

Section 12403 of the Federal Ocean Acidifica-
tion Research And Monitoring Act of 2009 (33
U.S.C. 3702) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4);

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each
State of the United States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Is-
lands of the United States, and any other terri-
tory or possession of the United States.”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(5) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘United States’
means the States, collectively.”.

SEC. 3. COASTAL COMMUNITY VULNERABILITY
ASSESSMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 12406 of the Federal
Ocean Acidification Research And Monitoring
Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3705) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (d); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing:

“(b) COMMUNITY VULNERABILITY ASSESS-
MENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, through the
program established under subsection (a), shall
conduct an ocean acidification coastal commu-
nity vulnerability assessment, and issue a cor-
responding public report, which shall be up-
dated at least once every 7 years.

““(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The assessment con-
ducted under paragraph (1) shall—

““(A) identify the United States coastal com-
munities, including island communities, low-
population rural communities, and subsistence
communities, that are most dependent on coast-
al and ocean resources that may be impacted by
ocean acidification;

‘““(B) assess the nature of the social and eco-
nomic vulnerabilities of those communities, in-
cluding the economic impact on local or regional
commercial fisheries and recreational opportuni-
ties;

‘“(C) identify the ocean acidification impacts
that might harm those communities, including
impacts from changes in ocean and coastal ma-
rine resources that are not managed by the Fed-
eral Government;

‘(D) identify key knowledge gaps where re-
search could be devoted to better understand the
possible impacts of ocean acidification on those
communities, the risks and threats facing those
communities, and possible adaptation strategies
for those communities; and

‘““(E) be conducted in collaboration with ex-
perts, indigenous knowledge groups, and stake-
holders who are familiar with the unique eco-
nomic, social, ecological, geographic, and re-
source concerns of coastal communities in the
United States, including representatives of—

‘(i) the National Marine Fisheries Service and
the Office for Coastal Management of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration;

““(ii) National Integrated Coastal and Ocean
Observation System regional information coordi-
nation entities established wunder section
12304(c)(4) of the Integrated Coastal and Ocean
Observation System Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C.
3603(c)(4));

“‘(iii) regional ocean acidification networks;
and

““(iv) State sea grant programs (as defined in
section 203 of the National Sea Grant College
Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1122)).

“(c) SUPPORT FOR STATE AND LOCAL VULNER-
ABILITY ASSESSMENTS AND STRATEGIC RESEARCH
PLANNING.—In carrying out the program estab-
lished under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
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collaborate with State, local, and tribal govern-
ment entities that are conducting or have com-
pleted vulnerability assessments, strategic re-
search planning, or other similar activities re-
lated to ocean acidification and its impacts on
coastal communities, for the purpose of—

“(1) determining whether such activities can
be used as a model for other communities; and

““(2) identifying opportunities for the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and
other relevant Federal agencies to support such
activities.” .

(b) ONGOING INPUT MECHANISM.—Section
12404(b)(5) of the Federal Ocean Acidification
Research And Monitoring Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C.
3703(b)(5)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘including information’ and
inserting the following: “‘including—

“(A) information’’;

(2) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(B) an ongoing mechanism that allows af-
fected industry members, coastal stakeholders,
non-Federal resource managers, community
acidification networks, indigenous knowledge
groups, and scientific experts not employed by
the Federal Government to provide input on re-
search, data, and monitoring that is necessary
to support on-the-ground management, deci-
sionmaking, and adaptation related to ocean
acidification and its impacts.”’.

(c) STRATEGIC RESEARCH PLAN.—Section 12405
of the Federal Ocean Acidification Research
And Monitoring Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C. 3704) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(4) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘“‘and’’ after
the semicolon;

(B) in paragraph (9), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

““(10) make recommendations for research that
should be conducted, including in the social
sciences and economics, to address the key
knowledge gaps identified in the community
vulnerability assessment report conducted under
section 12406(b).”’; and

(2) in subsection (e), by inserting ‘*, tribal gov-
ernments, indigenous knowledge groups,’”’ after
“industry’’.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Sec-
tion 12409(a) of the Federal Ocean Acidification
Research And Monitoring Act of 2009 (33 U.S.C.
3708(a)) is amended to read as follows:

‘“(a) NOAA.—There are authorized to be ap-
propriated to the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration to carry out the purposes
of this subtitle $2,700,000 for each of fiscal years
2020 through 2024.”.

(e) REPORT ON SUPPORT FOR STATE AND LOCAL
VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENTS AND STRATEGIC
RESEARCH PLANNING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration shall submit to Con-
gress a report on the efforts of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to support
State, local, and tribal community vulnerability
assessments, strategic research and planning,
and monitoring needs, pursuant to section
12406(c) of the Federal Ocean Acidification Re-
search And Monitoring Act of 2009 (as added by
subsection (a) of this section).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
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include extraneous materials on H.R.
1716, the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

[ 0930

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1716, the Coastal Communities Ocean
Acidification Act of 2019, which is spon-
sored by the gentlewoman from Maine
(Ms. PINGREE).

The bill directs the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, or
NOAA, to conduct vulnerability assess-
ments to study socioeconomic impacts
of ocean acidification on coastal com-
munities across the country.

As more coastal regions across the
U.S. are negatively impacted by ocean
acidification, it is critical that we
work to understand these impacts and
to develop mitigation and adaptation
strategies. These strategies can help
these communities adequately prepare
and respond to a more acidic coastal
environment.

In order to be successful, these as-
sessments must involve all coastal
communities in the U.S., which this
bill does by including indigenous
groups and Tribal governments.

The bill also includes language that
ensures that all U.S. territories, which
are highly reliant on coastal and ma-
rine resources, can also take advantage
of NOAA’s coastal vulnerability assess-
ments. This will allow these island
communities to protect their vibrant
coastal economies in the face of an
acidifying ocean.

The vulnerability assessments in this
bill also include the economic impacts
on commercial fisheries and outdoor
recreation. These industries are signifi-
cant contributors to many coastal
economies, and it is important that
they are part of the discussion when
developing strategies to deal with
ocean acidification.

I am glad that this bill passed out of
the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology in a bipartisan fashion, and
I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to support this legislation to
better prepare our coastal communities
and economies against the growing
threat of ocean acidification.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1716, the Coastal Communities Ocean
Acidification Act of 2019.

This bill simply directs the Secretary
of Commerce to conduct a vulnerabil-
ity assessment of the impacts of ocean
acidification on coastal communities.
This assessment would identify those
communities most likely to be affected
by ocean acidification in the coming
years.

Once these communities are identi-
fied, the assessment would examine the
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economic impacts of ocean acidifica-
tion on these communities by directing
Federal agencies to coordinate with
local officials, community stake-
holders, and local businesses. Once the
assessment is complete, a cor-
responding report will be made pub-
licly available and would be revised
every 7 years.

Our Nation’s coastal communities
are dependent on the health of our
oceans. A 2014 NOAA study found there
were 149,000 ocean-dependent busi-
nesses in the United States that em-
ploy more than 3 million people in in-
dustries such as seafood and tourism.

Ocean acidification is a threat to the
health and vitality of these commu-
nities, and this legislation is an impor-
tant step to assist those communities
most directly impacted by this phe-
nomenon.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as she may consume
to the distinguished gentlewoman from
Maine (Ms. PINGREE).

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JOHNSON), the committee chairwoman,
for yielding me the time and for sup-
porting this bill, as well as the ranking
member from OKklahoma, both of whom
have shown a true willingness to ad-
dress the impact of climate change and
the impact that it has had on our
oceans.

The increased carbon absorbed by our
oceans has presented a crisis that has
touched coastal communities in the
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, as well as
the connected water bodies in between.
That is why it is encouraging to see
the health of our oceans finally receive
the attention from this Chamber that
they have long deserved, with the four
bipartisan bills before us today.

Despite congressional inaction, the
Federal Government has done its best
to address ocean acidification through
existing programs and budgets.

I would particularly like to recognize
the work of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, better
known as NOAA, which has never
shirked its responsibility to safeguard
our seas in the face of climate change,
even though the agency did not receive
additional resources to meet this com-
plex challenge. It is due to NOAA’s re-
search that we know that our oceans
have increased in acidity by approxi-
mately 30 percent since the industrial
revolution and could experience in-
creases up to 150 percent by the end of
the century.

Let’s be clear. That data isn’t just
frightening on an environmental level.
It also spells disaster for our economy.

America’s coastal communities
produce 45 percent of the Nation’s
gross domestic product, and nearly 3
million American jobs are directly de-
pendent on the resources of our oceans
and the Great Lakes. If we let this
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problem intensify, the financial impli-
cations will ripple across all of our
communities.

I remember hearing about the issue
of ocean acidification taking hold in
Maine during the summer of 2012.
Maine had experienced a big spike in
ocean temperatures that summer.
Triggerfish, seahorses, and a lot of
invasive species started showing up
that year.

A little fishery for squid popped up in
Penobscot Bay. Black sea bass, which
are common south of Cape Cod, mi-
grated north and became a major pred-
ator of small crustaceans, such as baby
lobsters. In a State renowned for its
lobster, you can imagine that the im-
pacts on our economy were significant.

Meanwhile, our clammers and shell-
fish growers have reported similar im-
pacts.

Bill Mook, an oyster farmer on
Maine’s Damariscotta River, told me
that he has had to adjust operations to
mitigate for ocean acidification and
worries how future oyster production
will be affected.

According to a recent study by the
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute,
the Gulf of Maine is more susceptible
to pressures of ocean acidification than
any other region on the East Coast.

These are only a few of the reasons
why I introduced the bipartisan Coast-
al Communities Ocean Acidification
Act, which is one of the four bills under
consideration today. My bill would di-
rect NOAA to study the socioeconomic
impacts of ocean acidification on
coastal communities nationwide and,
better yet, finally provide the agency
with the additional authorized funding
needed to do this essential research.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for the
four bipartisan bills before the House
today, including my own. It is critical
that we protect our coastal economies
and our oceans so that they are here
for the next generation.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
additional speakers, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI).

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairwoman for yielding time and
for her support of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of Congresswoman PINGREE’s Coastal
Communities Ocean Acidification Act.

I am proud to be an original cospon-
sor of this bill, which would direct
NOAA to conduct a wvulnerability as-
sessment to identify communities that
are dependent on coastal and ocean re-
sources that may be affected by ocean
acidification.

The Pacific Coast is more vulnerable
to ocean acidification than other coast-
al regions, and it can be used as a test-
ing ground for different strategies and
models to manage and adapt to ocean
acidification.

But ocean acidification is fundamen-
tally a global phenomenon. We must
strengthen our understanding of the
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socioeconomic effects of ocean acidifi-
cation on a range of geographically di-
verse coastal communities.

Importantly, this bill directs NOAA
to work with States, like my home
State of Oregon, that are already de-
veloping ocean acidification response
plans.

I thank members of the Science,
Space, and Technology Committee for
including my amendment during the
full markup to authorize $2.7 million
annually for fiscal years 2020 through
2024.

I hope that my COAST Research Act
will complement this bill and address
some of the gaps in our understanding
of the socioeconomic effects of ocean
acidification. But there must be a sepa-
rate authorization for vulnerability
studies.

Finally, and importantly, I thank all
the staff who worked on not only this
bill but also the COAST Research Act
and the other two ocean acidification
bills, especially, in my office, Maxine
Sugarman, but all the staff on both
sides of the aisle in our offices and the
hardworking committee staff.

Finally, I thank Congresswoman PIN-
GREE for her continued leadership on
protecting the health of oceans and im-
proving research on ocean acidifica-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I ask for support of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I, too, ad-
vocate support of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1716, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

OCEAN ACIDIFICATION
INNOVATION ACT OF 2019

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 1921) to authorize Federal
agencies to establish prize competi-
tions for innovation or adaptation
management development relating to
ocean acidification, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1921

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Ocean Acidi-
fication Innovation Act of 2019”.

SEC. 2. PRIZE COMPETITIONS.

Section 12404 of the Federal Ocean Acidifi-
cation Research And Monitoring Act of 2009
(33 U.S.C. 3703) is amended by adding at the
end the following:
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¢(d) PRIZE COMPETITIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any Federal agency with
a representative serving on the interagency
working group established under this section
may, either individually or in cooperation
with one or more agencies, carry out a pro-
gram to award prizes competitively under
section 24 of the Stevenson-Wydler Tech-
nology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719).
An agency seeking to carry out such a pro-
gram shall carry out such program in coordi-
nation with the chair of such interagency
working group.

‘“(2) PURPOSES.—Any prize competition
carried out under this subsection shall be for
the purpose of stimulating innovation to ad-
vance our Nation’s ability to understand, re-
search, or monitor ocean acidification or its
impacts, or to develop management or adap-
tation options for responding to ocean acidi-
fication.

“‘(3) PRIORITY PROGRAMS.—Priority shall be
given to establishing programs under this
section that address communities, environ-
ments, or industries that are in distress due
to the impacts of ocean acidification, includ-
ing—

‘““(A) the development of monitoring or
management options for communities or in-
dustries that are experiencing significant fi-
nancial hardship;

‘(B) the development of adaptation options
to alleviate economic harm and job loss
caused by ocean acidification;

‘(C) the development of measures to help
vulnerable communities or industries, with
an emphasis on rural communities and busi-
nesses; and

‘(D) the development of adaptation and
management options for impacted shellfish
industries.”.

SEC. 3. DETERMINATION
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous materials on H.R.
1921, the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1921, the Ocean Acidification Innova-
tion Act of 2019, and I thank Mr. KIL-
MER for introducing this important leg-
islation and working with our com-
mittee.

Additionally, I thank the Science,
Space, and Technology Committee
members on both sides of the aisle for
their work to advance this bill.
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